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A OUND VOLUMES pass acgoms the editor's Lshle
in & steady stream, and flow with the inevitabie-
J peas of grawity's law, iole the trash can) but
bocks are rare indeed. There i3 a lot of difference
between & bound wvolume and 2 boock—ihe book is 2
friend; the beund wolume is a bore and a pest. Thers
are mol many books in the world Thers sre miilions
of bound volumes
But once in & great whils, a book iz fished from the
stream of rubbish, and then therz in an bour or twe
of singular detachment from the whirl of the every-
day, while temptation leads to indulgence, and duty
yelis in vain To a mind constantly exercised on super-
ficials, and fending to spread itself like the Platte
river—20 miles wide and halfl an inch deep—a real
thought ¢emes with g shock Iike when & bucking cayuse,
with you aboard his siippery deck, breaks throogh the
roef of & gopber subway—ene's memory likely dwslis
on the incident for dsvs
On the table just now (here i= & book as inlefesting
2z it iz modest and unprefentions It came to The
Herald from a chance acquaintance, 3 man who had
been lord Cowiiray's representative in conmection with
something or other in the Tampico oil felds, and whe
Segme out of Mexico™ ax they all ds, xnd Arified into
the pffice for & moment’s chat wilk a hardened optimisi
The train left cn time A year or ap later, comes a
Jetter and a book William Belmont Parker had been
working off and on in'odd moments for ten years irying
te string togetber a little Lribute to 3 rathes obscurs
oet who disd 28 yesr: ago, whese name wae Edward
Rowland Sill. He had hapded in the final proofs at
lasgt; the book, largely made up of Sill's letters and
scraps of aut olnoznp}u al malerial, was out of the
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bindery, and the maker of the boek thought hiz El Paso
acquaintance might be infereated

The author-biographer’s task is dome with appro-
priate soli-effatement, that itself demonstrales the siall
af the litetary techoicam in work of this kind, The
h?ﬂk an a whole is as refreshing and sweet as a draught
of spning water, albeit a little sorrowinl in its atory
of disappointment, beating wings, and brave fmtilities.
Perhaps we shall presently meet Sill himself, and place
ourselves in that magnetic field where so many ex-
perienced the first tremors of their wouls' rebirth.

Sill left a few poems worth keeping and woarth re-
mémbering. He left quite a bit of charming proes. Byt
it appears from this book thai, most of ail, he Ieft his
pure, tense, woble persomality behind him in deathiesn
memory when he gave hiz body te the sarth zgain,
“Iis blessed part to heaven, and slept in pesce™
{endereat, lovingest part of the book iz that part in
whizh it 5 told how Sill gave of Mmseli without re-
soxve, for the spiritual entchment, the guidance, the
clectric inspiratiom, of the girls and boys who passed
before him in high achool and college classes, at Oukland
and Berkeley. The saddest part is that in which it is
told how, after coaseless yemming for frerdom from
outine profesciomal duties so thst he might devoie
himself to preductive werk, and after sttaining freedom,
Sill drifted into & mental and physical state which
seemingly incapacitated Mim from asating much of
anything worthy of hia undoobied genine

He was always getting ready to do somethicg which
might satisiy his own desire to create. The book,
though not »0 intended, is really quite a wonderful
littie study m the prychology of work; se long .
Sill was pressod to distraction by the demands of
daily labor, and hounded by his own seoze of incapacity
under the tenmion of wrpent duty ever frighlening the
spirit of Hght away from the rather lonely hearth where
he sought to woo his grest desire, he pruduo‘d things

The
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nf teal value in spite of his self-depreciation, and he
cettzinly gave to the world something finer than any
written word—the mspiration of his buorming socul
But when he was set free from the daily task, asd
leit to go his chosen way=s among the beckoning paths
of such a paradive as only idlem can lore ws with,
then 5ill failsd—to himself bhe ﬁleﬁ—a:d when he
died, it seemed to his friends ds if the roay light of
dawn had been dismally overspread before the san
had mote than smuled good morming.

Some Traders will pethaps be influenced by some-
thing saif hete, to read this book; and that will he
well, for they will ¢enjoy some parts of it. Bat it should
be paid that Sill's expressioms of opinion mpon certain
matiers are of a sort that Westerners cannot hear or
read calmly; they grale upen us, because our hesrts
are here, our affections firmly bound, and mbckery i3
unkind. In pariial extenvarion of his vouthiul lack
of vision, it is only {air to say that later in fife he felt,
if he dul not see, his error, and the West breame to him
semething more than a horrid abstraction; but it iz a
myslery how & man en fine, so senmitive. copnid Bave
escaped ity enchantment.

Furthermore, this appreciation is not to be takea
as indicating acceptance of Sill's phﬁuoph.r, rzligions,
lterary, or artistic canons and judgments, which, aa
the biography rly shows, were ¢ften far from being
matgre, defimite, ur sound, however sincere. It is as a
charming little study of haman character, the delicate;
gracious tributessf a friend, not a sergical trentise—the
ruth told in Jove without ghasthoess—that the book is
worth reading: wves. wven wortk owning,

Spare forbide mory than the barest suggestion of the
man's veal str i The biographer does not write as
a eritic, nor shall The Herald trespass there. PBut we
sbould like to leave with readers over Sunday a sug-
gestion of the beauty 2md sweetness—a foolish sort of
word and yet il m y [he -41..1Im~—¢1 this high schnol
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HIS LIFE WAS A FAILURE

(BY H. D. S)
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b ehiafly un their duties lmatead.
our Judgment, but enly o

teacher’s and college professor's philosephy of lide, e i saif
which he sought to couvey to the childzen snd youth
whoa faced him in the lecture room. Gradually, in s
of some discardant elementa and much discouragem

SiHl alway: grined the love and confidence of kis pup‘h

The day of parting came, and Sill made & letle talk to

the class., Some made notes, Jelters were exchatged,
and the memoranda have come down to this day, while
some of the boyn and gitls who listened to his farewsll
words more than 40 vears agy still tressure them in”

their hearis, and have assisted the biogzapher to enzich

ol e

the grest men
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abiody ever was Whe him 1 truth about o EToat matierre, and can put
if wo nillce oiliers iy the way recd
1 of w! The moral ef it all |a brace Iz won't do for
: ' it : ! m & fellow ever to Kuock us tieeelf, you know,
mult Te Jet Binisel! see thst ho's afraid.
“I auggesl for sou an (e Best motive I can (ine
a Hin for the werviie of olhets After all, we have givem only a glimpse It is
141_ ':, v L huve sume |daz for <._ waldanie nathing very great, nothing but the ql.ll!t titile STy
sreat if posnibibe, good cortalnly, aod at lenat L
“It s lece y ta the highest chstacler rery vf a single sife fragment amgogz the 1,500,009,000,000
il livez that have beem lved mpon this planet since man-

if it de a truthfnl soul v
wherk in Lthe univerae

kind began. But after reading this beok. obe cansot
help feeling that Edward Rowiand Sill set forces in
motion in the world, and that he himsed hovers near
in somo sort of spiriteal pressace that iz so real it 8
zimost tangible. How is it that he seema to talk with
us, im the quiet of the pight, and yet we say, He is
dead these 28 vears® There are others “dead™ that
come in similsr ways, only the more vividly becanse
the closer (he He. The wvery tomch of the hand, and
wund of langhter.
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In Memory Of R. E. Bassett, Why Not Try To Match His Fighting Grit?




